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FForeword 
 

Prof. Syed Munir Khasru    
Chairman 
The Institute for Policy, Advocacy, and Governance (IPAG)     
                                                               
 

 

Bangladesh has emerged as a good example for the developing countries 
for its remarkable achievements in major socio-economic indicators. 
From poverty alleviation, women’s education to access to basic 
healthcare, Bangladesh has made significant progress in the last three 
decades. The ‘Vision 2021’ aims to elevate the country to a Middle Income 
Country by 2021 where infrastructure development, particularly 
ensuring reliable supply and efficient demand-supply management of 
power & energy, would play a critical role.  

Given the important and complementing role played by the non-state 
actors in supporting the policies and initiatives of the Government, the 
Institute for Policy, Advocacy, and Governance (IPAG), is pleased                 
to organize a seminar on ‘International Best Practices in Power and 
Energy Sector: Lessons for South Asia & Bangladesh’ during the 
‘National Power and Energy Week-2016’ to be held from December 7-10, 
2016 . The objective of the seminar is to bring together the leading 
international experts of the power & energy sector to share their 
thoughts, ideas, and insights from which Bangladesh as well as other 
South Asian countries may benefit from knowledge on the international 
best practices.  

On this occasion, IPAG is delighted to bring about this publication which 
provides key benchmarks, pertinent case studies, and reflects the 
thoughts, ideas, and intellectual prowess of international and national 
experts and researchers. IPAG is joined in this initiative by leading 
experts from some of the leading global companies and institutes like 
McKinsey & Company, Boston Consultancy Group (BCG), General Electric 
(GE), Energy Studies Institute under the National University of Singapore 
(NUS), and the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies.  
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The initiative is part of IPAG’s strong commitment to promote highest 
standards of professional excellence and performance standards in the 
power & energy sector of Bangladesh and beyond. In that journey, we 
welcome comments and feedback from the policymakers, industry, 
academia, research community and other relevant stakeholders. Finally, 
we express our sincere thanks to all the contributors of the book without 
whose support and cooperation, we could not have done it. 
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Felicitations  
 
 
 

Nasrul Hamid  
State Minister for Power, Energy & Mineral Resources 
Government of Bangladesh 
 

For an emerging country like Bangladesh, reliable and steady supply of 
power and energy is a prerequisite for continued economic growth and 
development. The Government of Bangladesh has undertaken many 
positive initiatives and achieved significant progress in electricity 
generation and access to electricity. In 1971, only 3% of the country’s 
population had access to electricity; now the number has increased to 
more than 70%.   

I am pleased that during the ‘National Power and Energy Week-2016’, the 
Institute for Policy, Advocacy, and Governance (IPAG) has taken the 
initiative to organize a Seminar on ‘International Best Practices in Power 
and Energy Sector: Lessons for South Asia & Bangladesh’ with 
convergence of global experts in Dhaka to deliberate on key issues related 
to international best practices from which Bangladesh and South Asia, at 
large, can benefit. The event also will provide opportunities for in-depth 
discussion and deliberation among policymakers, experts and 
practitioners on different issues pertaining to sustainable development 
of the power & energy sector. 

IPAG’s bringing about a publication on this occasion is quite timely as it 
would help the stakeholders with access to specific policy 
recommendations as well as to learn from the global best practices in this 
sector.  The thought provoking articles from some of the leading thinkers 
and strategists of the power & energy sector from home and abroad 
would help all concerned in enriching their knowledge and strengthening 
their understanding of the dynamics of this sector. The publication is 
indeed a much needed and praiseworthy initiative by IPAG.                 
I congratulate IPAG for both organizing the seminar and publishing the 
book on this occasion.  

 


