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Foreword

Prof. Syed Munir Khasru
Chairman

The Institute for Policy, Advocacy,
and Governance (IPAG)

As the world enters into the ‘Asian Century’, South and South East Asian

nations will face unprecedented demand for power and energy as their
economies grow and prosper. Asia is currently facing the highest demand
for energy and the region is set to surpass the rest of the world in terms of
energy consumption by 2035. Over the next few decades, massive energy
demand from growing Asian economies will shape the global energy

markets.

While many economies have adequate natural resources to cater to the
growing energy demand of Asia, due to inadequate infrastructure, weak
regulatory reform, and poor coordination and cooperation mechanism
among complementing economies, the energy market potentials in South
Asia have not been efficiently exploited. The need of the hour is to inject
dynamism into the existing energy trading practices and to strengthen
regional energy cooperation to effectively exploit available conventional
& non-conventional energy resources. One of the key objectives of the
power & energy sectors in South and South East Asia is to formulate
realistic strategies to cooperate, negotiate and share energy and power
resources that delivers economic dividends to the people of the region.
Towards that end, a comprehensive and well-coordinated action plan is
needed that promotes energy that is not only green and clean but also cost

effective and sustainable.
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The policymakers and practitioners in the region are yet to have full
orientation of various scopes of using cleaner energy sources for big scale
commercial purposes. Importance of knowledge & experimentation,
sharing & dissemination in energy & power trading & connectivity in the
region can hardly be overemphasized. Unless knowhow in these critical
areas are shared, leveraged and distributed among the experts,
policymakers & practitioners, the power and energy sector will not be well
poised to positively respond to the opportunities and challenges that are
expected to emerge in the near future as countries in the region move

towards greater cooperation, connectivity, and trade in power & energy.

Against the background of these ground realities, The Institute for Policy,
Advocacy, and Governance (IPAG) has taken the initiative to publish the
book on, “Connectivity and Trading in Energy & Power Sector:
Opportunities & Challenges from National, Regional & Global
Perspective” The book has articles from well-respected and seasoned
experts, policymakers, practitioners and academicians in diverse but
closely related areas of trade & connectivity in the power & energy sector.
The rich pool of writers represent national and global professionals who
have experience and knowledge on key areas like multilateral power
trading and cooperation, technical and policymaking aspects of power
trading and environmental & geopolitical impacts on energy sharing. From
Norway to Australia, Japan to Singapore, Korea to India, and Bangladesh
to Sri Lanka — the book has contribution from some of the leading experts

from around the world.

The diverse nationalities and areas of expertise of the writers speak of the
rich intellectual content of the book which will undoubtedly make
significant contribution in enhancing the knowledge and maturing the

understanding on the key parameters of power & energy sector,
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particularly in cross-border connectivity & trade. The conflicting goals of
increasing trade and decreasing carbon footprint can be achieved by
making energy resources cleaner and more affordable for the growing
economies. Towards that end, this book is a positive step by raising
awareness through greater dissemination of knowledge and better
appreciation of the trade-offs resulting from the choices that the countries
will have to make in the coming days. Choices that will have direct effect
in their long term goal of achieving economic growth fueled by energy

that is clean & green, efficient & affordable.

As part of our strong commitment to adhere to highest professional
standards and academic excellence, IPAG welcomes comments and
suggestions that will add positive value to further additions to the IPAG
Knowledge Series that will be published in the future.

Best wishes,

G7 hith-

Prof. Syed Munir Khasru
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